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Why should students take 

AP Spanish Language and Culture 

over another AP class?
 Practicality – Spanish is spoken by nearly half a billion people throughout the world. This 

number includes over 44 million people in the United States alone. Learning the Spanish 
language has benefits that can be used for a lifetime.

 Communication - Learning Spanish opens communication with over half of the population of 
the Americas. By following Spanish news and reading Spanish newspapers, students gain a 
new perspective on current events. Learning Spanish also helps to better understand social 
issues affecting the Spanish-speaking population of the United States as one can better 
connect with people.

 Employment Opportunities - Many businesses today require basic Spanish speaking skills in 
order to garner more clients from the growing Hispanic population in the United States.  
Spanish skills can make a candidate more desirable as a potential employee

 Greater Understanding - One of the strangest and most interesting parts of learning a new 
language is that it makes a person think in different ways. Studies have shown that learning a 
new language can help with critical thinking skills as well as communication skills. It makes 
sense, given that learning a new language challenges a person to be more expressive and to 
think about what one is saying before one speaks. 



What is the national average pass rate

and what is the pass rate at Ayala?

 The national pass rate for the 

AP Spanish language and Culture exam in 

2018 was 88%

 The Ayala pass rate for the

AP Spanish language and Culture exam in 

2018 was 95%



What do students do in the 
AP Spanish classroom?

Sharpen the 
four language 

skills
listening reading

writing speaking
Prepare for 
the AP exam 

in May



How do we gradually prepare students 

for the AP Exam in May?

 Summer Work 

 Vocabulary and Grammar Building

 Class practice – Class is conducted in Spanish. 

 Participation is expected and speaking Spanish in 

class is a must!

 Beginning in February, afterschool tutorial sessions 



The curriculum is 

organized into themes

 Themes are designed to overlap

 There are six sub-themes within 

each theme

 Students learn from readings, 

audio recordings, shared 

experiences in class, and drawing 

from personal experiences

 Students compare similarities 

and/or contrast  differences in 

cultural perspectives



Topics

Discussed 

 Students are 

expected to be 

knowledgeable of 

current events in the 

Spanish-Speaking 

World

 Students are 

expected to be able 

to compare and 

contrast products, 

practices and 

perspectives



Class Emphasis

 The three modes of communication are emphasized:
Interpretive, Interpersonal, and Presentational

 The various cultures of the Spanish-speaking world are stressed.
The curriculum framework promotes an awareness and appreciation of 
cultural products, tangible and intangible; practices; and 
perspectives. 

 Clearly written learning objectives describe the knowledge and 
skills students should demonstrate for success on the exam.
AP Spanish Language and Culture Course and Exam Description

 Achievement-level descriptions indicate how well students 
perform.
ACTFL Performance Guidelines for K–12 Learners. 

http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/2013advances/AAP-SpanLangCED_Fall_2013.pdf
http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3327


AP Language and Culture

Exam Format

Multiple Choice

Free Response



AP Language and Culture

Exam Format

Section 1: Multiple Choice – 50%

The first section of the test is 95 minutes long and divided into two subsections. 

 All questions in this section are multiple choice and are meant to test aptitude 

in reading and listening. The first subsection is solely a reading section with 

printed texts. It is made up of 30 questions and is 40 minutes long. This means 

you will have 1 minute and 15 seconds for each question.

 The second subsection is meant to evaluate both reading and listening skills. 

You first have to read a text, then listen to an audio that is played by a proctor 

relating to the text.  Then there are audios without texts. There are 35 

questions divided up among the different audios and their texts. This section is 

55 minutes long when taking into account both the length of the audios and 

the time to answer questions.



AP Language and Culture

Exam Format

Section 1: Multiple Choice – 50%

 Part A: Interpretive Communication: 

30 questions, all Printed Texts

-promotional material (5 questions) -literary text (7questions)

-article & chart (11 questions) -letter (7 questions)

 Part B: Interpretive Communication: 

35 questions based on 

-Print and Audio Texts (combined) and 

-Audio Texts (alone)



AP Language and Culture

Exam Format
Section 2: Free Response – 50 %

The second section is 90 minutes long and divided into four subsections. 

 The first subsection is an interpersonal writing evaluation in the form of an e-mail 

response. There is only one prompt, and students are given 15 minutes to answer.

 The second subsection is a presentational writing prompt. Students have 1 prompt 

and 55 minutes to answer the prompt. This section requires students to write a 

persuasive essay in Spanish, using the same organization skills learned in English.

 The third subsection is the interpersonal speaking part that is made up of a pre-

recorded simulated conversation. Students have to respond to 5 or 6 prompts, and 

have only 20 seconds to respond to each. Despite the speed and length of this 

section, it is easier because the language is simpler.

 Finally, the oral presentation. This subsection is meant to represent all 

accumulated skills students have gathered in Spanish language learning. Students 

have 4 minutes to prepare for a single prompt. After students have prepared, 

students have 2 minutes to give an oral presentation.



AP Language and Culture

Exam Format

Section 2: Free Response – 50 %

 Interpersonal Writing: Email response

 Presentational Writing: Persuasive Essay

 Interpersonal Speaking : Telephone Conversation

 Presentational Speaking: Cultural Comparison



For More Information…

www.collegeboard.com


